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cuiky vy piuces and princesses, by lords
and ladies of high degree, as they seem
out of reach of those of humbler birth.

Imagine, therefore, the astonishmen:
that swept over Europe recently when
Madame Marcelle Tynaire, a noted au-
thoress, declined to receive the decoration
of the Legion of Honor of France. This
henor has been conferred rarely upon
women; men regerd it as a signal mark
of distinction. i

Many European countries have es-
tablished orders for women—a princess
=il wear them as proudly as a pcasant.

ing colored enameled figures and quaint in-
scriptions, dangling from delicate ribbons on
ceremonial dresses, shine forth a royal rec-
dgnition of “motherkood.”
Not the motherhood of the domestic home, but
tne motherhood of man—a brave sacrifice mads in
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So rarely
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consists of an

3 s France bestowed the Cross of the
Legion of Honor on women that a Woman So hon-
ored it once becomes unigue among her sisters,
The osder was first conferred upon & woman when
it wes given to Marie Jeanne Schelink becaure of
her vralor.

Ir 179 the daring voung woman enlisted In the
Secord Bekjian Battalion as a volunteer, and, de-
spite serfous wounds received in the battle of Je-
mapres, shared In the sybssquent campaigns.

After the battle Austorlitz she was made a
lievteiant colonel and reecived the order of the
Lez'or of Honor from the hands of Napoleon him-
seif. Having, served through twelve campaigns,
/i'e. Schelink' was compelled to give up her career
becausa of her injuries,

The Legion of Honor, which is now the only
French .order, was established as the Order of the
Bagle in 1802 by Napoleon, when first consul. The
Legion has undergone several alternations.

Good work for the cause of humanity entitles
a woman to 1 1e Order of Sidonia, established in 1570
by King John of Saxony. The order wag founded
in memory of the Duchess Sidonia, great mother of
the Albertine line. Of the various countries, Ba-
varia. perhaps, has the most orders for womei.

The Ladies’ Order of St. Angne, at Munich, was
founded privateiy by Maria Anna Sophia, widow ot
the Elector Maximilian III, in 1783, and was orig-
inally composed of ten ladies who could prove six-
teen generations of nobility, In 1802 the number of
members was raised to eightecen by King Maxi-
milian Joseph IV, and in 1525 extended to three
classes, with twenty-five members of tae first class,
forty-two of the second, and s third class to which
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toria assumed the imperial title
e founded the Imperial Order
the pin-

to be enjoyed by

cesses of the royal house and Ul wives or otner
female relatives of Indian prince There is only
one class, and, besides the royal princesses, only
the female relatives of persons who hcld or have
h2ld the offices of viceroy and governor general of
Incla, governcrs of Madras or Bombay, or of prin-
cipal secretary of state for Indla are eligible.

To gain the decoration, a woman must play a
conspicuous part in ceremonial life or distinguish

herself by brayery In a crisis. The Royal Family
Order of Vietoria and Albert, instituted in 1862 by
Queen Yictoria, comprises three classes, and the

membership is quite la ¥

One of the most exclusive orders is that of Ma-
rvia Louisa of Spain, the membership of which is
confined to the ladies of the royal house and thirty
ladies of ultra noble lineage.

Members of the Order of Isabella of Portuga:
are particulariy charged with the care of foundlings.
On the decoratiesn are the words, “Pauperum sola-
tio,” or '‘Consolation of the poor.”

Although the Orient is not without honors for
women, its most important deccration, tha: of the
Order of Nishani Shefakat, was founded to com-
memorate the work of disdnguished English women.
Touched by the work accomplished by means of the
Turkish Compassionate Fupd, instituted by the Bar-
oness Burdett-Cautts to give succer to the non-
combatants during the Russo-Turkish War, Sultan
Abdul Hamid II founded the order In 1878,

With the permission of the gqueen, he decorated
1.ady Layard in Turkey and forwarded the decora-
tion to the Baroness Burdett-Coutts and other
ladies active in raising the fund. The meaning of
the ordar is “Pity, mercy, kindness =

e1 a return from a Buropean tour, thé shah
of Perma founded a similar order to be bestowsd
upen the wives and daughters of those who
shown him marked hospitality during his visit. Un-
fortunately, it went into practical extinction.
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